INDEX OF SURGICAL PROGRESS. 


GENERAL SURGERY. 

I. Cocaine as an Haemostatic in Haemophilia. By 
Dr. Zoe<;e Von Maxteuffel (Dorpat, Russia). The writer was 
consulted* in regard to a weakly Hebrew boy of twelve years, who, 
after extraction of a lower molar tooth, had not ceased to bleed from 
the cavity for two days, in spite of tamponade and bandage. Anti- 
pyrin internally stopped it for forty-eight hours, when it commenced 
again; the perchloride of iron was of no service, etc. Zoege Von 
Manteuffel later learned that the boy was a member of a hsemophiliac 
family, and that a few years before he had bled for sixteen days after 
extraction of a tooth. An injection of cocaine was made in three 
places into the very painful gum preparatory to cauterizing with the 
thermo-cautery, when the haemorrhage immediately ceased. It had 
to be repeated every five to six hours for a time. The author recalls 
an earlier case where a similar favorable result was obtained, with 
cocaine in a haemophiliac .—Deutsche Medicinische Wochcnschrft , No. 
28, 1S93. 

II. Contribution to the Drainage Question. By Edvin 
Roos (Tammerfors, Finland). The writer who formerly was assistant 
at the Surgical Clinic in Helsingfors, and who now has charge of the 
Tammarfors Hospital (thirty-five beds), is an absolute antagonist 
of prophylactic drainage of wounds, which he holds should be 
entirely rejected. The rubber drainage tube is wholly unnecessary, 
for, if infection of the wound occur, the tube is soon stopped up with 
coagulated products, thus acting as a cork instead of a safety valve. 
He who would have assurance against infection should rather tampon¬ 
ade the wound with iodoform gauze and secure eventual union by the 
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secondary suture. He has performed ninety important operations 
without drainage, among which were four amputations of the thigh, 
three strumectomies, six extirpations of lymphatic glands, five opera¬ 
tions for hernia after Bassini, and one castration. In all these opera¬ 
tions the writer has used no other covering than iodoformized col¬ 
lodion over the line of sutures. In other operations he has also 
sutured without a drainage tube, but only applied an ordinary aseptic 
bandage, as for example, in five removals of the mamma, with extir¬ 
pation of the axillary glands, in three resections of the knee, two of 
the hip-joint, in three amputations of the leg, etc. In none of these 
did infection of the wound take place. In a few cases of extirpation 
of tumors of the neck, and in two cases of amputation of the breast, it 
happened that a collection of sero-sanguinolent fluid burst the 
sutures and collodion in places and evacuated itself. He immediately 
applied an aseptic dressing, and the wound was found always defi¬ 
nitely healed at its removal, eight to ten days after. The writer 
gives a curious picture of the conditions under which he is obliged to 
work, having no assistance but two nurses, and in a low building 
which was never intended as a hospital, and where septic and aseptic 
cases lie side by side. His operating room is so small that if he 
wishes to go from one side of the table to the other there is but one 
way—under the table—and, at the same time, this room serves as a 
reception room and office. If one can obtain such favorable results 
without drainage, and under such circumstances, how superfluous 
drainage must be in well-arranged hospitals .—Finska Lakarcsalls- 
kapets Handlingcr, No. 1, 1S93. 

Frank H. Pritchard (Norwalk, 0 .). 

III. Disturbances in the Growth of Young Sheep and 
Lambs After Extirpation of the Thyroid Gland. By Von 

Eisei.sberg (Vienna). From the known fact that in young animals 
the extirpation of the thyroid causes marked developmental dis¬ 
turbances, Kiseliberg removed the thyroids of young sheep and 
lambs an J observed the disturbances of development which followed. 
Six months after the operation the lambs weighed respectively four- 
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teen and ten kilograms, while the control animals weighed thirty-six 
kilograms. The temperature of the animals operated upon was 
always one or two degrees lower than that of the normal animals. 
Besides the smallness of the animals, the form of the skull was 
peculiar. The fore part of the head was small, and the back part 
large. The horns did not develop. The bellies were always largely 
distended. The psychic condition of the animal was that peculiar to 
cretinism. An autopsy six months after operation showed general 
marasmus, absence of fat, no myxcedema, no accessory glands, and a 
calcareous deposit in the aorta, Of two goats operated upon, one 
showed the same retardation in growth and the same psychic condi¬ 
tion. The autopsy showed no new glands. The other grew big and 
strong; and at the autopsy a large accessory thyroid gland was found 
in the aperture of the thorax. 

The author refers to the changes which follow this operation as 
consisting in a feeble growth, associated with idiocy. The picture 
is very like that observed in the Alpine cretins. And as a conclusion, 
he claims that cretinism, myxcedema and cachexia strumipriva are 
diseases all dependent on a common retiological factor—degenera¬ 
tion or absence of the thyroid gland. 

He has examined thirteen cretins, and found, as Kocher did, 
that the thyroid gland might be entirely absent in such cases. He 
was unable to discover any thyroid in three of these thirteen.— 
Ucrhandlungen dcr deutschcn Gcscllschaft fur Chirurgie, xxn Kon- 
gress, 1893. 

James P. Waruassf. (Brooklyn). 

HEAD AND NECK. 

I. Endocranial Myelogenous Tumor of the Skull. By 

Prof. J. Nicolavsen (Christiania). A man of fifty years had for 
years suffered from periodic hremicrania, either upon the right or left 
side and associated with vertigo, befogged vision and nausea. In 
March, 1892, he had had pain in his pharynx, under the right jaw 
and behind the right ear. These disappeared, and after that he 



